
British mathematician 

J.J. Sylvester (no 

relation to Ian 
Williams) was born 

during this FAMUS 

week in 1812. 

True story: while a professor at the 

University of Virginia, Sylvester hit a 

student with a sword stick who had insulted 

him AND read a newspaper in his class.  

The student collapsed and Sylvester, afraid 

he had killed the student, fled campus.  

  

 
 
 

 
   

FAMUS [Friday Afternoon Math Undergrad Seminar] meets:  

• every Friday    

• at 3:00 p.m.     

• in Room 164  

• of the Adel Mathematics Building  
 

[and snacks are always served!!!!]  
 
 

 
 

September 5th topic    

      

       Franklin  

           Magic 

      Squares  
 

 
 

September 5th guest  
   

Dana Ernst 
 

 

 
 

ALL MATHEMATICS MAJORS ARE ENCOURAGED 

AND EXPECTED AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND 


